THE PRIORY ACADEMY %

LSST 2~ A-Level Taster Session
POLITICS |Mr T. Bayston (CH4)

Task one: Sign in....

Task two: If you could have voted in the 2026

Makerfield Election, who would you have voted for?
Put your vote in the box, one vote.
Candidates are the Lincoln constituency 2024 (so no SNP...) A

Task three: Introduce yourself to those around you.
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@
Paper One: LSS I ﬂ . PaperThree:
UK Politics and Core Ideologies P O L I T I CS USA Comparative Study

Paper Two:
UK Government and Non-Core

Ideology (Feminism)




- Our department non-negotiables...
LSST %TN

Everyone has a voice.

P O L I TI CS v Share your views - But respect others will have different, and

that views need to be appropriate for a 6" form environment.
v' Join in with discussion and debate.

A strong attitude to independent study is essential.

v' We are a contemporary subject, it is constantly changing and
updating. You cannot just rely on what you learn in lessons.

v'  Pre-reading before lessons is part of our routine.

v

Engagement in pod-casts and wider reading is part of the
weekly homework.

We are an essay based subject.

v" 6 hours of essay based exams at the end, you must be happy
with extended writing and meeting deadlines.
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Cabinet.

You have just been made Prime Minister and
need to pick your team. You have 18 possible
candidates for ministerial roles.

These people all want roles because it gives
them influence and extra pay (additional £22k-
£72k on top of their £92k salary).

In teams you need to decide who to keep and
who to drop. If you are keeping them you need
to assign them a role.

* You do not need to fill all the roles.
* You can create new departments (e.g.
“levelling up” and “Brexit” Secretaries)

Note: All characters are fictional and Al has been used to
create their image. They are not supposed to reflect
current or past politicians.

N

What roles can you offer?

“The Great Offices of State”
Deputy Prime Minister
Chancellor of the Exchequer
Foreign Secretary
Home Secretary

The Lesser Offices of State

Secretary of State for Defence
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
Secretary of State for Education
Secretary of State for Business and Trade
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
Secretary of State for Transport
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities
Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Secretary of State for Scotland
Secretary of State for Wales

Junior Ministerial Roles
(Under Secretaries)

Works for a department, but not in charge.
Can be unspecified (e.g. Health Minister) or specified (e.g. Minister for
the Middle East) A
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| Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?
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| Good or bad choice for
| your cabinet?

Tommy Churchill MP
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§ Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?

Isobel Marchant MP
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; Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?

Ed Basket MP
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1 Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?

Edward ‘Ned’
Carroway MP
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| Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?
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Priya Deshmukh MP
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| Good or bad choice for
your cabinet?

Malcolm Havers MP

. ‘ V,

IFIMIlllk!l!illll




Year 12 Lesson:
Paper 2 Influence of Cabinet.

Task used in Year 12 looking at Selectvour Cabinet,

reasons why people are selected for - B I s _
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Image and Elector ability | T
e “Big Beasts” | I R

In 2016 Theresa May appointed Boris § e

Johnson as Foreign Secretary as a q = ~w

way to control him because he was | i e
seen as a rival.
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Tasks for the summer....

These are designed to ensure you are ready for
the topic areas we will be starting with in

September...

 Democracy (Mr T. Bayston)
* |deologies (Mr J. Schofield)

Please bring these with you to your first lessons.

NOTE: The contacting an MP task can be upwards
of 4 weeks for a reply... don’t leave it too late!

Welcome to A-Level

Transition from Year 11 to Year 12.

POLITICS

As you prepare to begin your journey into Edexcel A-Level Politics, you're stepping into one of the most
dynamic and relevant subjects you can study. Politics shapes the world around us—from the laws we
follow to the rights we enjoy—and understanding it gives you the power to engage with society in 3
meaningful way. To hit the ground running in September, It's essential that you complete the summer
transition work. This isn't just homework—It's your first step toward becoming politically fluent. By
building a strong foundation now, you'll be better equipped to analyse current affairs, debate key issues,
and understand how power operates in the UK and beyond. So dive in, stay curlous, and get ready to think
critically about the world you live in!

n this booklet there are three activities that will help prepare you for Year 12. However remember those with
g00d poiitical fluency {understand the political world) will nsturally do wellin this subject, s where you can keep up
with what i going on in politics

Television programmes fike Sunday Poiitics with Laura Kuenssberg (BBC Sunday 9:008m) and
Peston (ITV Wednesday 10:45pm] are weekly programmes that interview politiGans and
poiitical figures. These are great for understanding the different political views that exist

,  within the UK, and watching how polticians respond.

Podcasts like The Rest is Politics are released weekly (multiple platforms), Rory Stewart and
Atsstair Campbell discuss current global political events. This s a fantastic way to undes
significance of current events, and hear predictions on what are the likely outcomes,

d the

There are countless books available for politics, these can often be picked up chesply
in second hand bookshops or from a local library. Our current A-Level politics students
recommend the following Politics on the Edge’ by Rory Stuart, ‘Unleashed’ the officisl

) biowraphy ofBors ohnsan, Prisoners of Geography” by Tim Marshal, Bitsh Potics
A Very Short Introduction’ by Anthony Wright

s is what we study in tics 50 look out for thi tothese.
Demoeracy & Rights Constitution Constitution
Electoral Systems Parfam Congress

& themeda The executives President
Poltical Parties Relationsh The branches ECIRights
Uberaism (decioay] Feminism (deciogy] Democracy & Partiipstion
Conservatism (igeology] ' UK Comparative Theories
Socilism (1deciogy]

Activity One:
Identify your own political views

1n 2024 there was 3 General Election in the UK. if you had been allowed o vote, who would you have voted for? You
do not need to share this; voting is anonymous i the UK. Howeves, what would have been the main reason you
would have voted for that party or MP?
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The same Close Very surprised

In June 2024 the Labour Party promised “change" in their manifesto (hitps://isbour org
jou think that they have achieved their

A year later what is your view on the current government? Do yt
promises, or are failing? Expand on this by explaining your reasoning,
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Activity Two:
How do people express political views?

There are many poiitical campaigns currently in the UK trying to convince the govemment
to make change. Identify one that is close ta your heart, and research it For example you

o poign
Kave views on the dssisted Dying Bl you might
mignt o poticies

Name of Campaign (it has one yet);

Wiho is behin it

What are they wanting ta achieve.

What methods are they using fer their campaign (.8, protest, sarial media, etc)

Activity Three:
Engaging in democracy, contact your MP

First o a1, i

our bocal MP if you dan't know wha itis

Research their voting record
« ity /v theywarkloryou.com(

Using the details you can find on the website above, con
issue or something local, toask ions about thei
tour of Parliement

e about a

issue you wish. This could be anational

Mates on contacting your Member of Parliarment

= Members of Parliament will only reply t someone who is their constituent. that is why it will request an
address. They wil often cross reference this against the Electoeal Roll [those registered 1o vate in their
eomstituency, you e2n register to vote from the age of 16), if you are not yet registered you wil nee to
mention that you are & Student. Ditherwise the email might be ignored as palitical spam

= Contact can either be done threugh
satial media.

= Ensure that Parents/Carers e sware thal you sre making cantact with your MP.

hei ernail ar filling in forms on their websites, avoid contact through

Who is your MP.

& what yeu Said to therm

D0 you think they wil achisve theit sims? If 5o when, if nat ther why?:

Did you get a reply, if so haw long roughly did t take:

i the reply actuslly answer whet yeu esked, summarise their reply

Faged




Other things you can do....

Shopping.

You will be provided an exercise book but
you will need....

* Highlighters

* Post-it notes

* Folder to store extra notes

Boost your political fluency.

* Books

 News articles

* Podcasts

* TV political shows and documentaries.

Rory Stewart




Makerfield by-election General election results 2024

Vote share and change from the 2024 election Share of the UK vote and share of seats in Parliament
Candidate Vote share Change Vote share Seats share
Labour and
o Reform UK Rob Kenyon 35% NG A +3
Q Restore Britain Rebecca Shepherd 7% A +7 RETEE UK- 1%
Q Conservative Michael Winstanley 2%l v -9 Lib Dem-
‘ Green Sarah Wakefield  0.7%| v -4 Green F,mﬁes. 7%
$2 Lib Dem Jake Austin 0.4%| v 6 snpll 3% 1%
Turnout 59%. Top six parties B]BJC Dupl 1% 1%
Plaid Cymru| 1% 1%
Sinn Féin | 1% 1%
Others 3% 1%

How did your voting match up?
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