
A-Level Taster Session
Mr T. Bayston (CH4)

Task one: Sign in….

Task two: If you could have voted in the 2026 
Makerfield Election, who would you have voted for?
• Put your vote in the box, one vote.
• Candidates are the Lincoln constituency 2024 (so no SNP…)

Task three: Introduce yourself to those around you.



Paper One:
UK Politics and Core Ideologies

Paper Two:
UK Government and Non-Core 

Ideology (Feminism)

Paper Three:
USA Comparative Study



Our department non-negotiables…

Everyone has a voice.
✓ Share your views - But respect others will have different, and 

that views need to be appropriate for a 6th form environment.
✓ Join in with discussion and debate.

A strong attitude to independent study is essential.
✓ We are a contemporary subject, it is constantly changing and 

updating. You cannot just rely on what you learn in lessons.
✓ Pre-reading before lessons is part of our routine.
✓ Engagement in pod-casts and wider reading is part of the 

weekly homework.

We are an essay based subject.
✓ 6 hours of essay based exams at the end, you must be happy 

with extended writing and meeting deadlines.



What roles can you offer?

“The Great Offices of State”
Deputy Prime Minister

Chancellor of the Exchequer
Foreign Secretary
Home Secretary

The Lesser Offices of State
Secretary of State for Defence

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care
Secretary of State for Education

Secretary of State for Business and Trade
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Secretary of State for Transport
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities

Secretary of State for Science, Innovation and Technology
Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Secretary of State for Scotland

Secretary of State for Wales

Junior Ministerial Roles
(Under Secretaries)

Works for a department, but not in charge.
Can be unspecified (e.g. Health Minister) or specified (e.g. Minister for 

the Middle East)

Select your Cabinet.
You have just been made Prime Minister and 
need to pick your team. You have 18 possible 

candidates for ministerial roles.

These people all want roles because it gives 
them influence and extra pay (additional £22k-

£72k on top of their £92k salary).

In teams you need to decide who to keep and 
who to drop. If you are keeping them you need 

to assign them a role.

• You do not need to fill all the roles.
• You can create new departments (e.g. 

“levelling up” and “Brexit” Secretaries)

Note: All characters are fictional and AI has been used to 
create their image. They are not supposed to reflect 

current or past politicians.



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Hugo Fairclough MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Tommy Churchill MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Isobel Marchant MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Ed Basket MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Edward ‘Ned’ 
Carroway MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Priya Deshmukh MP



Good or bad choice for 
your cabinet?

Malcolm Havers MP



Task used in Year 12 looking at 
reasons why people are selected for 

cabinet.

• Experience
• Image and Elector ability

• “Big Beasts”
• Party Unity

In 2016 Theresa May appointed Boris 
Johnson as Foreign Secretary as a 

way to control him because he was 
seen as a rival.

Year 12 Lesson:
Paper 2 Influence of Cabinet.



Tasks for the summer….

These are designed to ensure you are ready for 
the topic areas we will be starting with in 
September…
• Democracy (Mr T. Bayston)
• Ideologies (Mr J. Schofield)

Please bring these with you to your first lessons.

NOTE: The contacting an MP task can be upwards 
of 4 weeks for a reply… don’t leave it too late!



Other things you can do….

Shopping.
You will be provided an exercise book but 
you will need….
• Highlighters
• Post-it notes
• Folder to store extra notes

Boost your political fluency.
• Books
• News articles
• Podcasts
• TV political shows and documentaries. 



How did your voting match up?
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